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The preface

This essay has two-facety - it shall explain what o smawt-?-phone
cav do;, indeed Loty of things, but also- discuss ity critical features;
which may have negative implications on huumawny behaviour.

The history of the smowt-?-phone

What now iy noaumed “smouwt-?-phone” goes back to- the “mobile
phone’. This was inwented, inv a provisional style; in 1973, and
became wordwide usable from 1983 ow; first inv USA, then Europe.

A mobile phone (also- called celll phone) is a portable telephone .
Withv it users conv make and receive calls while moving withiv o
designated telephone service arvea, unlike the classicall phone,
called “landline phone” which has a fixed-location; in a house or
v v public facility.

The mobile phone changed communication ummensely: Now yow
could, phone someone from about everywhere if yow where i the
sevvice aweov. Inv Australioy, where I live, almost every wrbon awreav
has beenw provided with the necessary feature.

What the curvent smawt-?-phone can do-

Fromv about 2000 ovwawds modern mobile phones were created
which could actually do- much more;

/] GPS nawigationw
/17 buillt i coomerov
/11 playing music

/1] text messaging
[/ voice callsy
[l mobile payymenty

These tools got the (slightly incorrect) name “smout phone’.
Smowt-?-phones are distinguished from earlier mobile phones by
their advanced hoavrdwore capabilities and extensive mobile
operating systems. The lable “smout” iy questionable though.

The first proper smawt-?-phone; named Nexus 6, coume out inv 2014.
Smaut-?-phones are mearwhile ovailable anywhere. Since about
2020 almost every one hay it, substituting earlier mobile phone.
Phone callsy awre only v minor feature of current smowt-?-phones.
And interestlingly, there iy anv obviows indicator for the assumed
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importance of smauwt-?-phones - most people; at least almost all
women, cawry it invtheir hand, donw't place it in avpocket or bag.

By the way, I find the naming “smauwt phone” weird - because inv
my view if's neither “smout” nor just av “phone’” - it is; by ity very
nature; av mudtiple tool. Of course o name like “compact tool’ is
not accepted by ity creators.

Good featwres are obviows: The smaut-?-phones conv do- much more
thaw phone calling, they are some kind of mini-computer. This
moderw tool iy ovailable onywhere.

It's not cheap thoughy pricing fromw some hundreds to-over 1000 $.

First comment: The following statementy awe certainly subjective,
whichy means; they reflect what my (1) pertinent attitudes are.
What I notice, since several yeors, is this:

/// Peoble withy v smout-?-phone hardly talk face-to-face:

[/ Many awre addicted -spending howrs/day with smout-?-phone:
/1] Most owners check their smawt-?-phone all the time:

[l They may run into- yow because they dowt notice people.

[l Using the smoauwt-?-phone while driving the cow ts commo.
[/l If young people hawve one they may not learv to-write.

Some social reseawchers call all this smout-?-phone addiction.

Cwrrently hawing and almost permanently using o smouwt-?-phone
s v culburad ‘must’, everw move so- thaww owning o cow. Inv my view,
the worst impact iy that people are not interested inv personal face-
to-face conmmumnication ammymore. I also- find it sad that these
people are nowadays hawrdly cowring for life music.

Nevertheless, naively I hobe that after some yeary the dominance
of the “un-smawt” smowt-?-phone will go- down, and that people
will eventuolly remember that talking and chatting (yes; talking,
yes chatting) withv others canv not be substituted by restricting
oneself to- smout-?-phone use.

Yes! Yes! But may be my outlook iy just av bit nave? Naiive? Naiiive?
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