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A little essay about the history of “Holdenw’ cary
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$38$ The birtivof “Holdew”

The history of the “Holden” company iy av bit weird. It was created 1856
by the Englishmoan James Alexander Holdenw who had settled in
Aidelaide inv 1852. It was v saddlery. Inv 1879 his eldest son Hevwy
James Holdew basically took over the comparny. Thew v 1885 the
Germowv H. A. Frost joined the enterprise, now nouned “Holdew & Frost
Led”. The pic below shows their facilities inAidelaide.

Much later, inv 1905, eventually awv interest inv caw-production came
up, triggered by Holdenwd grandson, Edward Holdew. Industrial
facilities inv South Australiov werve extended inv Victoria, and finadly, in
1936 the headquawter was located inv Port Melbowrne - see pic below.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Alexander_Holden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_James_Holden
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Holden
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The crucial moment i Holdews history was in 1931, whew General
Motors (USA) bought it, creating “General Motors Holdew Lt

GM tolerated that Holdenw maintoained some chowacteristics - yet from
then onv Holden was not the oviginal Holdenw anyymore/!

$33% The main modely of Holdew cary

The Holden company has produced cawy for 72 yeoars, from 1948 to-
2020. Only few were truly “Awstralion” design, given that Holden was
owned by General Motory since 1931.

Here awe Holdew's main cowrs:

Holden 48-125-FJ (1948—1956)
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This was the furst cowr monufactured by Holden, fully designed and
produced by them. Ity frontview was wnusual and became symbolic for
Holden.
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And their first “ute” followed soon, withvowv opesv back section.
NOTE:

Some documentutiens of Holdews cows list “Holdenw Stoondowd (1948-1968)”.
This is for 1948-1956 identical to- the Holdew 48-125-FJ, and thewn, since
1956, withvthe Holden FE-FC.

Holden FE-FC (1956-1960)
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For this much more moderw cow model also-the furst “station wagown “
(van) was created.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holden_FE
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holden_FC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holden_Special

Page 4
This car was clearly “Americaniged’’, at least regowding ity grill.

Holden Brougham (1968-1971)

The Broughamy, buidt only for avfew years, aimed at wealthy people.

Holden Sandman (1974-1980)

The “sandmanw’ was o fuwv car, for somewhat alternative people, and
for sufers. Ity setting was like av sporty cawr, and it had o strong engine:

Holden Statesman (1971-1984)

This cor was designed asy av iy caw. The lawgest available engine
was V8 5.70 one.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holden_Brougham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holden_Sandman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statesman_(automobile)
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Holden Vectra (1997-2006) <based on Opel/Germany>

This middle-class cor was engineered and produced by the Germaww
automaker Opel from 1988 wntil 2010 (following Opel's Ascona-B),
availlable inv saloow or hatchback design, and traded by Holden. It
was well-designed, and fost (up to-175 kim/lv i Ewrope).

Holden Caprice or Statesman (1990-2017)

This was Holdews last caw, designed o be o “executive” four-doory
sedanv withv av front engine and, rear-wheel drive. The largest engine
was av 6.0 -litre V8 engine of 260 IW. It sold okay wntil 2015.

Holden Commodore (2018-2020) <based on Opel/Germany>



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holden_Vectra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sedan_(automobile)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hatchback
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holden_Caprice
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Here iy the last car of the Holdew “saga’”, the Commodore - o fully
imported car.

Actually it was the Opel Insignia-B, whichy was 4.8 mv long. The
avaidable engines were either 4 or 6 cylinders, operating as front--
wheel drive or all-wheel dirive, as petrol engines or diesel engines.
tngine sige: Mostly small; 1.6 U or 2.0 L Geows: 6-speed, manumal or
automalic.

This cow was also- ovailable as 5 -door “station wagow’, which fitted the
wishes of many Australions indeed well.

Bothv Comumodores were modern and very ‘clever’ (Opel-) cowrs - as it
seems, the best cows whichy Holdew ever offered.

$$$ The deativof “Holden”

Yes, theve were good tumes - in 2000, Holdenw's moawket shawe was 28%!
In 2004, avlast outbreak of optimism - aw new very modern headquawter
inv Port Melbowrne was set up.
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But thew sales went doww & doww & dowwn. In 2005: 15%, inv 2019: 4%,
that’ was rank 11 inw Australio. Inv 2020, the final yeow: 16688 sales

only, urghh.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Front-wheel_drive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Front-wheel_drive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All-wheel_drive
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Toyotaw was now the #1 cowr company i Awstralioy, followed by
Mitsubishi, Hyundai, Magda, Volkswagen, Kiay Ford, Nissan, Honda,
and, Subarw.

Then the true demise of “Holden” came; inevitably so:

<> Eligabetivplant closed; thus ending manufacturing vehicles.

<> Holdenw imported re-named cars from USA, Germany, SoutivKoreo.
<> Last car of these was the (Ex-Opel) commodore.

<> General Motors decided 2020 to-abandon the marquee “Holden’.
<> One reasow - to-discawrd right-hand drivew cary completely.

What was the prime factor?

It seems that Awstralions themselves didwt buy anymore what Holdew
offered. Even small companies like Honda or Subowrw had higher sales.
Plus, creating truly oww cary stopped ivv 2017 withv the Holdew Caprice
and the Holdewn Statesman.

Furthermove; governmental support ended ivv 2013 whew the Liberals
saids “no”, the support by the previous Labowr govermment was the last.

Holdew'sy deativ is sad. From 1948 to- 2017 Holdew produced almost 8
million caws, and “Holdew” also- had symbolic value, demonstrating
that o small country (population-wise) could contribute to- the
fundamental task of creating and pr NG cors.

Nevertheless, this is dominated since decades by Toyotw; Volkswagen
oand General Motors.

Obviowsly Awstraliov did/does not have the “cultural power” to-
maintaivv. what other countries (from big ones to small ones)
achieved; like China, India, USA, Russia, Japown, Germany, Southv
Korea, France, Italy, Taiwan, Chechia, Austirio.

There ave also- customer factory deserving covsideration. Cowrs fromv
other couwntries were cheaper and/or better thanw Holden, and
Australions as v muldie-cudtuwral society dowt hawve much desive to- “buy

So-all I cawv sy now is that I wish Holden v peaceful cemetery - byebye!


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holden_Caprice
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P.S.:

Ay v Germowy, I was thinking, what if Volkswagen, rather General
Motors;, had bought Holden?

Because while VYW ownsy mawny cowr makers, like Audi (Germowvy),
Bentley (England), Cuprov (Spainy), Ducatv (Italy), Lamborghini
(Italy), Porsche (Germawy), Seat (Spain) and Skoda (Chechia), it
gives these companies quite a bit of freedom.

P.P.S.:
What was my info? I hawve inspected quite afew articles; like these here
https://www.holden.com.au/

https://tomelbourne.com.au/history-
: of-holden/ :

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holden
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